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An Economic Study on the Production of Catfish In the Egyptian
Fisheries

Prof. Dr. Said M. Abdel-Hafez and Prof. Dr. Ibrahim A. EI-Caryony

National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries— Alexandria

Summary

Catfish are of economic importance and high biological lies in the following:

The main source of food fish for poor and middle classes as it includes a
high proportion of protein (18%) and low percentage of fat (4%).

Has some important genetic characteristics such as high growth rate and
adaptation to different environmental conditions with the diversity of food
sources and can be manufactured in the form of products of high quality
and cheap price.

Contribute approximately 4.4% (31.9 thousand tons per year) of the total
Egyptian fish output during the study period (1995-2007), which is about
722.8 thousand tons annually.

The average annual growth of about 2% in the fisheries of the Nile and its
branches, and about 3% in the fisheries of lakes and nearly 7% in fish
farms during the study period, due to the high rate of growth in
aquaculture could be the expansion of cultivated fish farms, which would
help contribute to reduce the fish gap in Egypt.

We can use the general time trend of the catfish as an indicator of the
quality center-cent and the sentencing of this medium in accordance with
the classification of Vollenweider Eutrophy in lakes "Eutrophication”. It
was found from the results of time series analysis of the catfish that the
lakes El-Manzalah, Edku, and Mariut suffering from pollution, while Lake
Burullus is still better and less polluted Lake.
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